Altoga Water
Supply Corporation

Backflow
Prevention

This brochure has been created for the
education of residential and business customers
in the Altoga Water Supply Corporation for
the purpose of backflow prevention. Hazards
such as pumped septc systemns, fire sprinkler
systems and alternative sources of water, such
as a wel, require the presence of a functional
backflow prevention device,

Installation and Maintenance

of your
Backflow Assembly

The assembly most often required iz a Reduced
Fressure Privcipal Backflow Frevenfion Assembly
(RF).

¢ The hottom of an P must have a mindtman of 127

clearatice atd no more than 36™ of clearance to the
final grade.

¢ Cover the assembly for protection from wandals and/
ot weather. If wouare covering with a box you may
mzilate the inside of the box Do not insulate the
assernbly itself. Vou may also uvse an insulated hag
ot hlanket.

¢ Iuggestion Installing the assembly with arigid,
metallic pipe will provide amore stable installation.

& Theassembly must be installed onthe consumer’s
water pipe as close as practical to the water meter.

¢ Thebackflow assembly must be testedright after
installation to ensure proper operation. Please call
the Altoga Water Supply at 072-520-0505 to
schedule the test. Thereis a $40.00 testfee.

¢ Backflow prevention assemblies must be tested
atimially. Please look inside thiz brochure for more
information.

¢  Forinformation oninstallation of other baclkflow
prevention assembly types contact the office.
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What do the terms backflow and Cross-connection
mean”

Backflow
Water normally
flows in one
direction; from the
main water system
inte each
CONSUMETs
personal pipes.
When the normal
flew of water 15
versed-that 15,
from consumer back mto the water system-it i3
referred to as baciflow. When backflow ocours, the
water entering the system can contam pellutants/and
of contaminants. Backflow 1s caused by etther a
Tednction in main-line
Pressure, of an
increase of pressure
/|l within the consumer”s
/|| plumbing, which
" |lcamses their water to
flow mto the main
Water system.

Hormal Water Flow

Sackflow

Cross-Connection

Cross-Connection is the actual or potential
comnection between a public or & consumer’s potable
water system and amy other source or system which
it is possible to introduce any substance or used
water not meant for consumption. A cross-
connection can oceur accidentally when a phunber!
homeowner or other party unintentionally connects a
non-potable water pipe into the plumbing system.

Prevention

To contrel these cross-comnections and prevent
backflow, a Backflow Prevention Assembly must be
mstalled at the meter. These backflow assembliss
must be tested and inspected upon installation to
assure they are operating properly. Additionally,
they must be tested annually to deternune their
contimmed capability to prevent backflow.



Explanation of the hazard

Great care 15 taken to make sure the water
delvered by the Altoga Water Supply is
clean and healthful. The Supply 1= also
responsible for making sure the water
rematns clean untl it reaches you, the

CONSUTIET.
® m
One step the Supply takes to ensure the quality

of the water 15 to require backflow preventers
to be installed by consumers who have
potential hazards on thewr propetty which have
a greater chance of pollubng or contarmnating
our water i case of backflow.

Potential hazards mclude:

Pumped septic systems

Fire sprinkler systems

Imgation spronkler systetns

Multiple water tneters

molar Water Heaters, and

Other occupancy or use related hazards

I:IThE: baclflow preifention assembly 1z the ke;.rl

to  preventng  unwanted substances m our
drinking water as it flows through the
distribution  systetn. In case of a drop
pressure i the Supply's water system, the

backflow preventer will stop any water from
flowang i reverse from the consumer’s water
lines back mto the mamn water system.

REFENTION ASSEMELY

aintenance: It 1z required that the owner of
ety premises on which protective dewices are
Installed  have certified eamrnel mnspections
made of such devices for thewr water tightness
end  reliabdity. The dewice shall be serwiced,
overhauled, or replaced whenever found to be
defective. Certified records of such mspections
endior repatrs are required to be submited to
the AWSC., You may engage any Pacldlow
FPrevention Tester who 1z AWWA certified to

fpetfortmn the test, or vou tay have one of our

certified  employees  perform  the test
Howewver, AWSC  will not be responsible for
ety repairs,  re-testing, o any  plumbing
problems that may occcur on wour premises due
to the testing procedures. The owner shall bear
gl costs  of  mstallation, mamntenance, and
testing of the backflew prevention assemnbly.

Other Backflow Prevention Tips

Install hose bibk vacuum breakers on
spigots.  Especially  those  spigots  which
may be used for outside fertilization.

Mever leave ahose in abucket or other
contatner of water

Idake sure the ballcock m your todet has an
ait gap, without the ar gap it iz possible for
the water in vour toilet tank to flow
through the other faucets m your home.

Supply Requirements

The Altoga Water Supply Corporation has the
responsibility  of  deliverng  the best  qualiy
water possible. It 13 the Supply’s responsibiity
to prevent water from unapproved sources, of
any other potential contatmnants from  entering
the public water supply system.

Approved Assemblies

Partial List of Backflow Prevention

Assemhblies
Nizes 3/4" to 27
. TWatts O0FML2 T
o TWillans  975XL
+ Febco B25Y
+ Ames 40008

Altoga Water Supply Corporation does not
endorse any specific Backflow A ssembly nor any
patticulat matfacturer of such assemblies.

Requirements: A} premises that have a

patenticd water hagard and are supplied water
Bom the Altoga Water Supply Corporation are
requited to have a backflow prevention
assembly installed at the meter connection.
Thiz  assembly wall protect the Altoga water
supply  from  any contammnants o pollutants
due to backflow. This 15 i compliance with
the Texas Water Code Chapter 290 and the
Altoga Water Supply  Corporation Eules  and
Eegulations .

The assembly must be installed at the serwice
cotmiecton  to  any  premses  on which  any
material dangerous to health or tomc substance
i tomc concentration 15 or tmay be handled
under pressure. The preferred device that

offers the most protection 15 an approved
REDUCRED FRESSURE FRINCIFAL BEACERLOW



